
Cool Knots
A guide on how to tie cool, useful knots

by rocco ruan

now featuring choose-your-own-adventure!



intro to knots





knot categories (of course there’s a taxonomy)

stopper bend

lashing

hitch

loop



stopper

overhand knot is cringe

● hard to untie
● weakens rope a lot
● belies lack of knot tying knowledge

tie the figure 8 knot instead!

● easier to untie
● much stronger
● looks cool
● can be adapted to a loop or bend





bend: reef/square/shoelace knot



funny reef knot facts



hitch: clove hitch



loop: choose-your-own-adventure!

can choose:

- figure 8 loop (used in rock climbing)
- bowline (used if you are stuck in a hole 

with a cheeseburger)



bowline



figure 8 loop



choose-your-own-adventure again!

can choose:

- lashing (tie 2 sticks together)
- trucker’s hitch (adjustable tension, for tying 

things down)
- …any knots you want to learn? situations 

where you think a knot could help you?
- yes. i have googled how to do the cowboy lasso 

knot
- and since forgotten how to do it so I’ll have to 

google it again


